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(57) ABSTRACT 

Described is a computer system which can automatically 
provide its capabilities to a main computer without powering 
on to facilitate configuring the system in its shipping pack- 
age. The computer system is coupled to a remote computer 
via a data communication link. The system includes a 
communication subsystem which is supplied with auxiliary 
power and is operative to detect when a valid communica- 
tion link is established between the computer system and the 
main computer. After the detection the communication sub- 
system sends a first packet to. the main computer via the 
communication subsystem. The first packet includes data 
which specifically identifies the computer system. When the 
communication link is coupled to the communication sub- 
system through the packaging and a power source is coupled 
to a power connector of the system through the packaging, 
the system is operative to send the first packet without 
powering on. 

15 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 5 
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FIG. 6 
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FIG. 7 
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FIG. 8 
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COMPUTER SYSTEM HAVING AUTOMATIC 
REGISTRATION FOR IN BOX 
CONFIGURATION 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 5 

The present invention is believed to be related to the 
following pending applications: 

Application Ser. No. 08/972,462, filed Nov. 14, 1997, and 
entitled "IN-BOX CONFIGURATION METHOD FOR A 
COMPUTER SYSTEM"; and 30 

Application Ser. No. 09/104,835, filed Jun. 25, 1998, and 
entitled "COMPUTER SYSTEM HAVING AUTOMATIC 
POWER ON AND INIT1 ALIZATION FOR IN-BOX CON- 
FIGURATION"; and 

Application Ser. No. 09/024,231, filed Feb. 17, 1998, and 15 
entitled "FULL TIME NETWORK AUXILIARY FOR A 
NETWORK CONNECTED PC". 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

20 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to computer systems 
coupled to a network and more particularly to a system 
which can transmit identification information across a con- 
nection to a network and allow a convenient method for 25 
configuring the computer system to load customized pro- 
grams and BIOS in particular. 

2. Description of Related Art 

Personal computer systems are well known in the art. 
Personal computer systems have attained widespread use for 30 
providing computer power to many segments of today's 
modern society. Personal computers can typically be.defined 
as a desktop, floor standing, or portable microcomputer that 
is comprised of a system unit having a single central 
processing unit (CPU) and associated volatile and non- 35 
volatile memory, including random access memory (RAM) 
and basic input output system read only memory (BIOS 
ROM), a system monitor, a keyboard, one or more flexible 
diskette drives, a CD-ROM drive, a fixed disk storage drive 
(also known as a "hard drive"), a so-called "mouse" pointing 40 
device, and an optional network interface adapter. One of the 
distinguishing characteristics of these systems is the use of 
a motherboard or system planar to electrically connect these 
components together. Examples of such personal computer 
systems are IBM's PC 300 series and IBM's Aptiva Series. 45 

It is normal to custom configure the system unit of a 
computer system for a user at a dealer, a corporate configu- 
ration center, or at the user site. When done at the dealer or 
at a configuration center the resources and skills needed are 
available but the computer must be removed from the 50 
packaging, set up, configured with BIOS and a program 
image and then repackaged to be sent to the end user. 
Alternatively, the configuration may be done at the 
manufacturer, prior to packaging, but it is difficult to provide 
the degree of customization usually desired without major 55 
inventory problems and the customization tends to get 
"stale" (out of date) with the time and may need to be 
redone. There may even be royalty expense waste with 
systems that go stale before they are deployed. 

At the user site, roll out of generic systems is a less 60 
efficient use of resources but avoids the repackaging prob- 
lem. For complex program images and system resource 
add-ons, it may be necessary to send out a skilled configu- 
ration expert thus consuming valuable skills with travel time 
to the user site. The "house call" leaves the expert without 65 
the full complement of diagnostic equipment and programs 
typically available at a configuration center. 
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Accordingly, a number of methods have been developed 
for simplifying the configuration of computer systems. For 
example, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 08/972,462, filed 
Nov. 14, 1997 for "IN-BOX CONFIGURATION METHOD 
FOR A COMPUTER SYSTEM" by Houck et al, owned by 
the assignee of the present invention and incorporated herein 
by reference, discloses a method and system that is adapted 
to allow configuration to occur on the system unit without 
removing the system unit from its packaging. The technician 
need only manually obtain the Media Access Controller 
(MAC) address and the type of device driver for the system, 
connect an Ethernet cable and connect the power cord. The 
system is then turned on via Wake On LAN (WOL) and 
connects to the server which downloads the appropriate 
images. By so preparing and operating the unit so that it can 
function to a degree as a network client, it is possible to 
perform set up or configuration "in the package" that vio- 
lates normal operation of the system. However, there are 
situations where it would be advantageous to provide the 
MAC address and device driver type electronically and 
automatically to eliminate the technician's need to know this 
information for custom configuration of a system unit in its 
packaging. 

It is therefore desirable to provide a scheme for when a 
computer system is in a configuration or maintenance envi- 
ronment to change the normal operation of the computer 
system such that the system automatically transmits infor- 
mation relating to its identification and capabilities across a 
network to a main computer to allow for automatic regis- 
tration to simplify the configuration process. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a computer system 
which can automatically provide its capabilities to a main 
computer without powering on to facilitate configuring the 
system in its shipping package. The computer system is 
supplied with auxiliary power and is operative to provide its 
capabilities regardless of whether the system is at a manu- 
facturing site, configuration center, or user center. 

The computer system of the present invention is coupled 
to a main computer via a data communication link. The 
system includes a communication subsystem for communi- 
cating data with Lhe computer system. The communication 
subsystem is supplied with auxiliary power and is operative 
to communicate with the computer system regardless of 
whether the computer system is in a normal operating state. 
The communication subsystem is operative to generate a 
link signal in a first state when a valid communication link 
is established with the main computer and the subsystem is 
operative to change the link signal from the first state to a 
second state when the data communication link is discon- 
nected. 

The computer system further includes a logic circuit 
coupled to the communication subsystem. The logic circuit 
is supplied with auxiliary power and is operative to send a 
first packet to the main computer via the communication 
subsystem when the link signal is in a first state. The first 
packet includes data which specifically identifies the com- 
puter system. WTien the communication link is coupled to 
the communication subsystem through the packaging and a 
power source is coupled to a power connector of the system 
through the packaging, the system is operative to send the 
first packet without powering on. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a pictorial illustration of a shipping package for 
a computer system unit that supports in-box configuration 
along with a computer system according to this invention; 
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FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of certain ele- 
ments of the personal computer including a chassis, a cover, 
an electromechanical direct access storage device and a 
planar board and illustrating certain relationships among 
those elements; 

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of certain components of 
the personal computer FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a personal computer 
embodying this invention and a LAN station remote com- 
puter system; 

FIG. 5 is a detailed block diagram of certain components 
of the personal computer of FIG. 3 in accordance with the 
present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic representation of a packet which 
is sent by the personal computer of FIG, 3 in accordance 
with the present invention; and 

FIG. 7 is a flow chart describing logic for generating the 
data packet of FIG. 6 in accordance with the present 
invention. 

FIG. 8 is s flow chart of the steps utilized to allow the 
personal computer of FIG. 2 to transmit the data packet of 
FIG. 6 over the network in accordance with the present 
invention. 

FIG. 9 is s flow chart describing logic to place a custom 
image on the hard drive of the personal computer of FIG. 2 
in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

While the present invention will be described more fully 
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which a preferred embodiment of the present invention is 
shown, it is to be understood at the outset of the description 
which follows that persons of skill in the appropriate arts 
may modify the invention here described while still achiev- 
ing the favorable results of this invention. Accordingly, the 
description which follows is to be understood as being a 
broad, teaching disclosure directed to persons of skill in the 
appropriate arts, and not as limiting upon the present inven- 
tion. This application is written for those very familiar with 
all aspects of computer system design. 

Referring now more particularly to the accompanying 
drawings, a shipping package or carton 10 of cardboard, 
preferably is sized to enclose a computer apparatus 12 
having a computer housing 14. The computer housing 14 
encloses a computer system (discussed below respect to 
FIG. 2) and has mounted thereto, to be externally accessible, 
a power connector 16, a network connector 18, a display 
connector 20, a keyboard connector 22, a mouse port 24 and 
a power switch 26. A section 28 of the package 10 is 
preferably identified adjacent to the power connector 16 and 
the network connector 18 to facilitate access thereto and 
may be identified by a slit to define a flap or by dashed lines 
to indicate a cutaway area. It is preferred to arrange the 
network connector 18 to be near the power connector 16 so 
that only a small opening 28 is needed. 

The computer 12 has a cover 14 which is a decorative 
outer member (FIG. 2) which cooperates with a chassis 30 
in defining an enclosed, shielded volume for receiving 
electrically powered data processing and storage compo- 
nents for processing and storing digital data. At least certain 
of these components are mounted on a multi layer planar 32 
or motherboard which is mounted on the chassis 30 and 
provides a means for electrically interconnecting the com- 
ponents of the computer 12 including those identified above 
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and such other associated elements as floppy disk drives, 
various forms of direct access storage devices, accessory 
adapter cards or boards, and the like. As pointed out more 
fully hereinafter, provisions are made in the planar 32 for the 

5 passage of input/output signals to and from the operating 
components of the microcomputer. 

The system 12 has a power supply 34, a power switch 26 
shown in FIG. 1. The chassis 30 has a base indicated at 36, 
a front panel indicated at 38, and a rear panel indicated at 40. 

30 The front panel 38 defines at least one open bay (and in the 
form illustrated, three bays) for receiving a data storage 
device such as a disk drive for magnetic or optical disks, a 
tape backup drive, or the like. In the illustrated form, a pair 
of upper bays 42, 44 and a lower bay 46 are provided. One 

35 of the upper bays 42 is adapted to receive peripheral drives 
of a first size (such as those known as 3.5 inch drives) while 
the other 44 is adapted to receive drives of a different size 
(such as a CD ROM drive) and the lower bay is adapted to 
receive another drive. One floppy disk drive is indicated at 

20 48 is a removable medium direct access storage device 
(DASD) capable of receiving a diskette inserted there into 
and using the diskette to receive, store and deliver data as is 
generally known. One CD ROM drive is indicated at 50 is 
a removable medium direct access storage device capable of 

25 receiving a compact disc inserted there into and using the 
disc to deliver data as is generally known. One hard disk 
drive is indicated at 52 and is a fixed medium direct access 
storage device capable of storing and delivering data as is 
generally known. 

30 Prior to relating the above structure to the present 
invention, a summary of the operation in general of the 
personal computer system 12 may merit review. Referring to 
FIG. 3, there is shown a block diagram of a personal 
computer system illustrating the various components of the 

35 computer system such as the system 12 in accordance with 
the present invention, including components mounted on the 
planar 32 and the connection of the planar 32 to the 10 
expansion connectors and other hardware of the personal 
computer system. Connected to the planar 32 is the system 

40 CPU or processor 54 which is connected directly to a high 
speed host bus 56. A first system core logic chipset 58 and 
L2 cache memory 60 are also connected to the host bus 56. 
The first core logic chipset 58 includes a memory control 
unit, a L2 cache controller and a peripheral component 

45 interconnect (PCI) bridge. The memory control unit is 
further connected to a volatile random access memory 
(RAM) 62. The RAM memory 62 is composed of one or 
more memory modules. The memory controller includes the 
logic for mapping addresses to and from the microprocessor 

50 54 to particular areas of RAM 62. The cache controller is 
operatively coupled to the L2 cache memory 60. 

The first core chipset 58 can be, for example, a Triton VX 
chip which is sold by Intel Corporation. The PCI bridge 
within chipset 58 provides an interface between the host bus 

55 56 and a PCI bus 64. Connected to the PCI bus 64 is a second 
core chipset 66 and a plurality of PCI expansion connectors 
68 for receiving PCI bus compatible peripheral cards. One 
such peripheral card is a video controller 70. The video 
controller 70 includes video memory and is coupled to the 

60 monitor or video display terminal 72. The chipset 66 can be, 
for example, an PIIX4 chip which is also sold by Intel 
Corporation. 

The chipset 66 contains a bus control and timing unit, a 
plurality of timers, an interrupt controller, a direct access 
65 memory (DMA) unit, nonvolatile CMOS RAM, also herein 
referred to as NVRAM, a CMOS real-time clock (RTC), 
Flash memory interface, a PCI/ISA bridge, an integrated 
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drive electronics (IDE) controller, and power management 
circuitry. The PCI/ISA bridge provides an interface between 
the PCI bus 64 and an optional feature or expansion bus such 
as the Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) bus 74. Con- 
nected to the ISA bus 74 are a plurality of ISA expansion 5 
connectors 76 for receiving ISA adapter cards (not shown). 
ISA adapter cards can be pluggably connected to the ISA 
expansion connectors 76 and may provide additional 10 
devices or memory for the system 12. 

Attached to the 66 is a flash memory (FM) module or chip 10 
78. Flash memory module 78 contains microcode that sys- 
tem 12 will execute on power on. The flash memory 78 is an 
electrically erasable programmable read only memory 
(EEPROM) module or chip and includes the BIOS that is 
used to interface between the 10 devices and the operating ^ 
system. BIOS stored in memory 78 can be copied into RAM 
62 to decrease the execution time of BIOS. 

The IDE controller provides for the attachment of IDE 
compatible storage devices such as the fixed disk drive 52 
and CD-ROM drive 50. 20 

The real-time clock is used for time of day calculations 
and the NVRAM is used to store system configuration data. 
That is, the NVRAM will contain values which describe the 
present configuration of the system 12. For example, 
NVRAM 66 contains information describing the type of 25 
fixed disk or diskette, the list of IPL devices set by a user and 
the sequence to be used for a particular power on method, 
the type of display, the amount of memory, time, date, etc. 
Furthermore, these data are stored in NVRAM whenever a 
special configuration program, such as configuration/setup, 30 
is executed. The purpose of the configuration/setup program 
is to store values characterizing the configuration of the 
system to NVRAM. 

Power management logic 66 is for changing the system 12 35 
between various power states (e.g., off, suspend and normal 
operating states). The circuitry is supplied with auxiliary 
power (AUX) from the power supply 34 when the system 12 
is in the off state so that it can monitor events which cause 
the system 12 to turn on. For example, the circuitry 66 also 4Q 
includes a timer which is configurable by a user to expire 
after a predetermined period of time. When the timer 
expires, the circuitry 66 will cause the system 12 to change 
from the off state to the normal operating state. 

Coupled to the ISA bus 74 is a multi-function 10 con- 45 
troiler 80 such as, for example, a National Semiconductor 
PC87307. The IO controller 80 contains a variety of 10 
adapters and other components such as the diskette adapter 
82, serial adapter 84, a parallel adapter 86 and keyboard 
controller 88. The diskette adapter 82 provides the interface 50 
to the diskette drive 48. The serial adapter 84 has an external 
port connector 90 for attachment of external devices such as 
modems (not shown). The parallel adapter 86 has an external 
port connector 92 for attachment of external devices such as 
printers (not shown). The keyboard controller 88 is the 55 
interface for the keyboard connector 22 and the mouse 
connector 24. 

A communication subsystem 94 can be coupled to either 
the PCI bus 64 or ISA bus 74 for allowing system 12 to 
communicate (i.e., transmit/receive data) with a remote 60 
computer or server 102 (FIG. 4) over a local area network 
(LAN) via a connection or link 100. The communication 
subsystem 94 can be, for example, a LAN adapter or a LAN 
connection embedded on the planar 32. The subsystem 94 
will be described in more detail below. 55 

While the present invention is described hereinafter with 
particular reference to the system block diagram of FIG. 3, 
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it is to be understood at the outset of the description which 
follows that it is contemplated that the apparatus and meth- 
ods in accordance with the present invention may be used 
with other hardware configurations of the planar board. For 
example, the system processor 54 could be an Intel Pentium 
processor, Cyrix 586-P75 processor or Advanced Micro 
Devices 8486 processor or any other suitable microproces- 
sor. 

The microcomputer system 12 is shown with 16 mega- 
bytes of system memory 62. It is understood that additional 
memory can be interconnected as represented in FIG. 3 by 
installing additional or higher-density memory modules. For 
purposes of illustration only, the present invention is 
described with reference to the 16 megabytes memory 
configuration. 

Referring to FIG. 4, there is a computer system embody- 
ing the present invention is there shown and generally 
indicated at 12 (FIG. 1). As mentioned herein above, the 
computer 12 may have an associated power connector 16, 
network connector 18, and network cable 100. There is 
shown the local computer system 12 along with a perspec- 
tive view of a remote main computer 102. While not here 
shown or described in detail, the remote computer system 
102 has components and attributes like those illustrated and 
described withr regard to FIG. 3 and those additional ele- 
ments appropriate to provide the nonvolatile storage 
mentioned, as is known to the person skilled in the appro- 
priate arts. The main computer system 102 can be, for 
example, a client, a personal computer or a server. A storage 
means associated with the remote computer 102 can be a 
non-volatile means such as a direct access storage device 
(DASD) in the form of a hard disk device, diskette, compact 
disc or the like. 

The local and remote main computers 12, 102 are asso- 
ciated one with the other through some form of local area 
network (LAN) or the like, in which effective communica- 
tion may be established through electrically conductive 
connections, through fiber optical links, through infrared or 
other radiation links, or in other manners. Such a link is 
indicated in FIG. 4 at 100. The network may be a token-ring 
network or an Ethernet network, or other known type of 
network. Each of the computers may be a "personal com- 
puter" as defined herein. Alternatively, the remote computer 
102 may be some computer having capabilities other than 
those ascribed herein to a "personal computer", and possibly 
beyond those capabilities. 

While the term "remote" is used with reference to the 
computer system 102 through which the LAN station local 
computer system 12 accesses BIOS, that term is used in the 
sense of indicating separation, rather than in the sense of 
indicating a large physical distance between the systems. In 
fact, such system may be physically adjacent in some 
network arrangements. 

One embodiment of the present invention will now be 
described while referring to FIG. S. The LAN subsystem 94 
includes a Media Access Controller (MAC) 96. The MAC 
96 serves as an interface between a shared data path (e.g., 
media independent interface (described below) and the PCI 
bus 64 (or ISA bus 74 if subsystem 94 were connected to the 
ISA bus 74), The MAC 96 performs a number of functions 
involved in the transmission and reception of data packets. 
For example, during the transmission of data, the MAC 96 
assembles the data to be transmitted into a packet with 
address and error detection fields. Conversely, during the 
reception of a packet, the MAC 96 disassembles the packet 
and performs address checking and error detection. In 



09/26/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



US 6,256,732 Bl 

7 8 

addition, the MAC 96 typically performs encoding/decoding tion for a respective user. This selective reconfiguration may 

of digital signals transmitted over the shared path and be performed at a configuration center where a full compli- 

performs preamble generation/removal as well as bit ment of support and configuration alternatives are available 

transmission/reception. The MAC 96 can be for example, an while avoiding the time and danger of system injury that is 

Intel 82557 chip. 5 present when customer configuration is performed with a 

The LAN subsystem 94 further includes a media inde- foil system unpack, setup, configure, breakdown and repack- 

pendent interface (MH) which is a local bus between the followed by shipping to the user site. 

MAC 96 and a physical layer 98. The Mil bus 97 is a The present invention involves the recognition that a 

specification of signals and protocols which formalizes the system normally protects itself from being operated as 

interfacing of a 10/100 Mbps Ethernet Media Access Con- 10 would be required to configure in the packaging but it is 

troller 96 to the underlying physical layer 98. desirable to override these protections and have the com- 

The physical layer 98 can be a fully integrated device P uter 12 automatically transmit its capabilities to a main 

supporting 10 and 100 Mb/s CSMA/CI) Ethernet applica- computer 102. Conventional protections include (1) a com- 

tions. The physical layer 98 receives parallel data from the P uter system without a connected keyboard/mouse will 

Mil local bus 97 and converts it to serial data for transmis- 15 automatically enter a setup mode, (2) a computer system 

sion through connector 18 and then over cable 100. The conventionally remains off until turned on by the power 

physical layer 98 is also responsible for wave shaping and switch, and (3) a system without display device capabilities 

provides analog voltages to cable 100. The physical layer 98 usually allows for automatic setup by advertising monitor 

includes auto-negotiation logic that has three main purposes. capabilities to BIOS and if no monitor is connected, BIOS 

First, to determine the communication capabilities (i.e., full 20 will automatically enter a set up mode, 

or half duplex, 10 or 100 Mb/s speed) of the main computer Referring to FIG. 5, LAN subsystem 94 and logic 103 are 

102. Second, to advertise its own communication capabili- powered by AUX 107 from power supply 34. AUX 107 is 

ties to the main computer 102. And third, to establish a present whenever the system 12 is connected to a utility 

connection with the main computer 102 using the highest receptacle 106 by connector 108. The LAN subsystem 94 

performance common connection technology. The physical 25 provides a LINK signal 110 to logic 103 when a valid 

layer 98 can be for example, an Integrated Services Systems connection is in place between system 12 and main com- 

1890 chip. puter 102. When the AUX signal 107 from the power supply 

The physical layer 98 also provides a LINK status signal 34 is a logic "1" state (i.e., auxiliary power is being supplied) 

110 thai reflects the current link status. The output of the and the LINK signal 110 is logic "0", which indicates a valid 

LINK signal 110 is low when a valid link exists between link, logic 103 will drive the XMT signal 112 to a logic "1" 

system 12 and main computer 102. Since auxiliary voltage state. The XMT signal is supplied to logic module or ASIC 

107 (AUX) is provided to the subsystem 94 to support Wake 114 which is connected to the Mil bus 97 that extends 

On LAN (WOL), the link remains in tack when the system between the physical layer 98 and the MAC 96. By so 

12 is powered off. As long as the physical connection connecting the logic 114 to the Mil bus 97, it can send 

between the system 12 and the main computer 102 is in network packets using the physical layer 98. 

place, the LINK signal 110 will remain low. If the link is If a valid link does not exist between system 12 and main 

broken or a valid link does not exist, then the output of the computer 102 (e.g., network cable 100 is not connected), the 

LINK signal 110 will go high. The link may not be present, LINK signal 110 will be at logic "1" which indicates invalid 

for example, prior to cable 100 being connected to network 4Q or no link, and logic 103 will not drive the XMT signal to 

connector 18 of system 12. a logic "1" state and no information will be sent. 

The LAN subsystem 94 further includes network connec- The logic 114 according to the invention is operative to 

tor 95 which is the physical interface between the subsystem accept a command to transmit a packet of information (e.g., 

94 and cable 100. The network connector 95 can be, for identification and capabilities of system 12) from computer 

example, an RJ45 type connector or other form factor, 45 system 12 to main computer 102 from a source such as logic 

Referring to FIG. 4, a main computer 102 has a storage 103 using the XMT signal 112. More specifically, when the 
device such as a hard drive which contains configuration and ASIC 114 detects a logic "1" state XMT signal 112 it then 
application data for installation on customer systems. The transmits the capabilities of computer system 12 to main 
main computer 102 is connected to a Local Area Network computer 102 using physical layer 98 of LAN subsystem 94. 
(LAN) 100 that has a connector 104 that connects to port 18 50 Referring to FIG. 5, the logic 114 is comprised of several 
on system 12 to transfer boot data and configuration data to functional areas. The Mil interface 116 is responsible for 
systems such as system 12. It should be appreciate that any providing the signals and protocol to transfer data over the 
connecting device would suffice so long as the connector Mil bus 97 to the physical layer 98. The Microcontroller 118 
devices are able to transfer data according to the network assembles the data in accordance with FIG. 7. The non- 
protocol. Hence infra-red or radio coupling devices may 55 volatile memory is used to store the data that identifies and 
serve as the connectors 18 and 22. A utility receptacle 106 provides capabilities of computer system 12. The logic 114 
is provided with a connector 108 that is compatible to attach may be a "hard wired" ASIC or a programmed general- 
to the power connector 16 of system 12. purpose processor programmed as described below. 

The present invention is directed to a computer system 12 The logic 114 is shown as connecting to LAN subsystem 

which, when connected to a utility receptacle 106 and main 60 94 via the Mil bus 97. It is understood that logic 114 could 

computer 102, is operative to automatically transmit iden- be connected to LAN subsystem 94 through a side-band bus 

tification and capability information to a network adminis- such as the System Management Bus or a proprietary bus. 

trator to facilitate configuring the system 12 in its shipping The LAN subsystem 94 could contain logic 114 (and 103) 

package 10. The present invention recognizes that by internal to the MAC without requiring external logic. For 

designing automatic transmission of identification and capa- 65 purposes of illustration only, the present invention is 

bilities of the computer 12 it is possible to reconfigure a described with reference to the logic connected via the Mil 

generic system unit in its packaging to provide customiza- bus. 
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Apacket including a network header and data packet that After the main computer-102 receives the packet -which 

can be sent over an Ethernet network is indicated in FIG. 6. includes the MAC address, device- driver information and, 

The network header includes a MAC header, an IP header ^serial number for system 12, a network administrator can 

and UDP header as is known to provide addresses, identifiers c h ec k to see if system 12 is a known system. If system 12 

and other information for assuring correct transfer. The data 5 unknown, the system administrator can assign a default 

packet includes the information for main computer 102 to image or remove the system 12 from the configuration 

identify system 12 and provide capabilities of computer ccnten If tem u is a known te then the Detwork 

system 12. For the m by ASIC administrator can bui i d an image for system 12 using its 

114 and asserted at the Mil bus V7 (HO. 5), the data type and ^ Qumb add 

its capabilities, device driver type and 

data pa terns mdicated for transm.ss.on in FIG. 6 are pref- , Q fecords ^ MAC 

erably followed according to the invention. _ . 

Referring to FIG. 6, the data type is first used to set up a . 0nce ,he cust0I » » P^ared it can be transferred 

category of data and then a data portion provides specific fr ° m mam computer 102 to system 12. More specifically, 

• f *• tl j t 4 f t u- • .• * j • * refernng now to FIG. 9, there is shown a flow chart 

information. The data type for this invention indicates a , iL A , ' 

transmission of system identification and capabilities. The „ J e< ?? mg l ^ tepS Deeded l ° pla ?, a . custom 1 ima g e ?" * e 

data patterns defined are the (1) Universal Unique ID " harddnveof the computer system 12 m accordaoce with the 

nnnrw u- u • j u _ * ♦ 1M 4 i present invention. After the mam computer 102 builds the 

(UUID) which is used by main computer 102 to reference r t , * . it _ _, f • , ? * 

„, : 4 11 /o\ • i u c * 11 u- u custom image (step 141) using the data received from the 

computer system 12, (2) serial number of system 12 which , , , . ■ « M 

, , , mi « l > * .u j i r packet or FIG. 6, the main computer 102 will power on 

is used by main computer 102 to determine the model of v . , \. „ 7 ~ T , 4 / ♦ i^n\ 

computer system 12, (3) IEEE Address which is assigned by 20 SyStem 12 by Sendin S a W0L P acket < ste P 140 > 

IEEE to uniquely identify computer 12 on a network, and (4) 0nce lhe s y stem fc energized wake up begins. As is well 

Ethernet Vendor which identifies the vendor of the Ethernet known ' s y stem BI0S lo g ic stored > for example, in flash 

LAN subsystem 94 in system 12 used by the main computer memory 78, starts wake up and runs a self test to determine 

102 to select the correct device driver. It should be under- if devices arc operative. For example, mouse or keyboard or 

stood that the data packet and data patterns shown in FIG. 25 dis P la y would m a m s y stem ^ connected at connectors 

6 are by way of example only, and other packets and patterns 24 ' 22 or 20 are checked. If absent an error condition is 

can be used with the present invention. ignored (142). The system 12 then boots to the network to 

Referring to FIG. 7, a flow chart is shown which describes d ™^° ad an image (144). When system 12 is connected to 

the logic steps used to prepare and send packets for trans- computer 102 via link 100 according to the present 

mission over the network according to the present invention. 30 *vennon, the system 12 can receive data and boot instruc- 

A logic state of "1" on XMT signal 112 from logic 103 tl0ns d ^ oad e d from the server 102. Once the system 12 

results in microcontroller 118 beginning at step 122. Next, at rec f lves boot ™tnictions to memory 62 it operates as if 

step 124, the logic 114 builds headers as described at FIG. under a L normal 5001 P rocess but w " h network connec- 

6 using data stored in the nonvolatile memory 120. The ll0n a * boot instruction source. Once the system 12 is at 

packet is assembled at step 126 and transmitted to remote or 35 * ^ °^ e *P andcd °P erat u 10Qal capability as a result of the 

main computer 102 at step 128. Next, execution proceeds to d own oaded instruction, the server 102 proceeds with the 

step 129 where the microcontroller 118 returns to step 122 d <>wnload of data (step 146) such as configuration and 

to build the next packet application programs to the respective media such as flash 

n e - ♦ o *u u a u . memory 78, hard drive 52 and floppy disk drive 48. After all 

Refernng now to FIG. 8, there is shown a flow chart c • . j , i- 

j u* Tu . i * 4 . 4 , , t frir ^ configuration data, operating system code and application 

describing the steps needed to transmit the packet of FIG. 6 40 , • , , , , ; L \ M j i j 

c . r , t - . . in-! ■ coc l e 1S downloaded, the server 102 commands a shut down 

from computer system 12 to main computer 102 in accor- /4 j iL . * , 

, ..J, J , . 0 . . « £ (step 1 48) and the connections at connectors 16 and 18 are 

dance with the present invention. First, the connectors 16 v * , ' . 4 iL c 

a 10 /cm i\ 1 i , removed to complete the configuration process, 

and 18 (FIG. 1) are accessed by an operator through the r & r 

shipping package 10 by removing the flap 28 of carton 10 In this wa y the computer system 12 may be configured in 

(step 130). Next, power is applied by plugging power cord 45 the shl PP lD S box 10 providing convenience and savings over 

108 into connector 16 and the network cable 100 is con- m set " u P at a configuration station or at the user site. 

nected by placing connector 104 into the socket of network As noted above, the LAN subsystem 94 is powered by 

connector 18 (step 132). Once power is applied, the AUX auxiliary voltage (e.g., AUX 107) which is present so long 

signal 107 from the power supply 34 will change to a logic as the system 12 is connected to AC power. Accordingly, the 

"1" state. Next, the physical layer 98 will attempt to estab- 50 LAN subsystem 94 will negotiate for a connection by 

lish a link to main computer 102 (step 134). If a valid link sending and responding to packets sent over cable 100 when 

connection is achieved, the physical layer 98 will activate the system 12 is in any power state (normal operating, 

the LINK signal 114 (logic "0"). Next, the system will check suspend, off, etc.). This allows the system 12 to negotiate for 

for a valid network connection (i.e., check whether the link regardless of power state. This has the advantage that 

LINK signal is a active or inactive) at step 136. The system 55 the present invention does not require the system 12 to be 

12 will remain at step 136 until a valid connection is powered to a normal operating or ON state to operate. 

established. The present invention provides several advantages for a 

Once a link is established, the logic 103 will drive the configuration process. Namely, the system 12 is configured 

XMT signal 112 to a logic "1" state since the AUX signal to automatically transmit its identity and capabilities to a 

107 is active (logic "1") and the LINK signal 110 is also 60 main computer 102 to facilitate configuring system 12 in its 

active (logic "0"). Next, the ASIC 114 will detect the active shipping package 12 without a need for operator interven- 

XMT signal 112 and transmit a packet which contains the tion. The automatic transmission will supply system 

capabilities and identification of computer system 12 to attributes required for configuration and eliminate the poten- 

main computer 102 using the physical layer 98 of LAN tial for operator error when retrieving information from the 

subsystem 94 as described above (step 138). It should be 65 system to be configured. With this abnormal operating 

noted the steps of FIG. 8 are carried out without system 12 environment and operation the system 12 is placed in 

being powered on. condition to be removed from the packaging at the user's 
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location with BIOS and program image customized for the 
user. This approach provides a freshly configured system 
and yet eliminates unpacking at a configuration center and 
then repacking for transfer to the user or the need for refresh 
configuration at the user site as the system unit is set up for 
normal use. 

While the invention has been particularly shown and 
described with respect to preferred embodiments thereof, it 
should be understood by those skilled in the art that the 
foregoing and other changes in form and detail may be made 
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention as defined in the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A computer system which is operable to be automati- 
cally configured in its enclosing shipping package, said 
system being coupled to a remote computer via a data 
communication link, 

said system being adapted to transfer data over said 
communication link for establishing connection exter- 
nal of said packaging, and comprising: 

a memory for storing data, 

a communication subsystem for communicating data with 
said computer system, said communication subsystem 
being supplied with auxiliary power and being opera- 
tive to communicate with said computer system regard- 
less of whether said computer system is in a normal 
operating state, 

said communication subsystem being operative to gener- 
ate a link signal in a first state when a valid commu- 
nication link is established with said remote computer 
and wherein said subsystem is operative to change said 
link signal from said first state to a second state when 
said data communication link is disconnected, and a 
first logic circuit coupled to said communication 
subsystem, said first logic circuit being supplied with 
auxiliary power and being operative to generate a 
transfer signal to a second logic circuit when said link 
signal is in said first state and an auxiliary power signal 
is in a first state, 

wherein said second logic circuit is operative to receive 
said transfer signal and assemble a first packet having 
said identification and capability information of said 
computer system and automatically send said first 
packet to said remote computer via said communication 
subsystem wherein said first packet comprising data 
which specifically identifies said computer system, 

wherein when said communication link is coupled to said 
communication subsystem through said packaging and 
a power source is coupled to a power connector of said 
system through said packaging, said system is opera- 
tive to send said first packet without powering on, and 

wherein said computer system is operative to automati- 
cally transmit said identification and capability infor- 
mation to a network administrator. 

2. The computer system of claim 1, wherein said remote 
computer is operative to receive said first packet and 
respond by sending a wake up packet to said system, and 
wherein said system is operative to receive said packet, 
power on and receive (1) signals from said remote computer 
via said communication link to set up data transfers to the 
memory of said system, and (2) data from said remote 
computer which is stored in the memory of said system, 
whereby said system is configured at least in part in its 
packaging. 



3. The computer system of claim 1, wherein said system 
logic circuit includes: 

a first logic circuit supplied with said auxiliary power and 
operative to generate a transfer signal to a second logic 
circuit when said link signal is in a first state and an 
auxiliary power signal is in a first state, and wherein 
said second logic circuit is operative to receive said 
transfer signal and assemble said first packet with 
identification and capability information of said com- 
puter system and transmit said first packet via said 
communication subsystem. 

4. The computer system of claim 3, wherein said second 
logic circuit includes a microcontroller for assembling said 
first packet, an interface for communicating with said com- 
munication subsystem, and a memory for storing data which 
identifies and provides capabilities of the computer system, 
said microcontroller being operative to receive said transfer 
signal and in response thereto assemble said first packet. 

5. The computer system of claim 4, wherein said com- 
munication subsystem includes a MAC coupled to a physi- 
cal layer via a Mil bus, and a connector coupled to said 
physical layer and said communication link, said physical 
layer being operative to generate said link signal. 

6. The computer system of claim 2, wherein said system 
is of a type that normally boots from a storage medium and 
sets, using self test logic an error condition if predefined 
input devices are not connected at connection ports of the 
system and wherein said computer system is operative to 
ignore said error condition after said communication link is 
coupled to said communication subsystem through said 
packaging and said power source is coupled to said power 
connector of said system through said packaging. 

7. The computer system of claim 1, wherein said com- 
munication subsystem is a LAN adapter card. 

8. The computer system of claim 1, wherein said com- 
munication subsystem is a LAN connection embedded on a 
planar of said computer system. 

9. A computer system which is operable to be automati- 
cally configured in its enclosing shipping package, said 

40 system being coupled to a remote computer via a data 
communication link, 

said system being adapted to transfer data over said 
communication link for establishing connection exter- 
nal of said packaging, and comprising: 
a memory for storing data, 

a communication subsystem for communicating data with 
said computer system, said communication subsystem 
being supplied with auxiliary power and being opera- 
tive to communicate with said computer system regard- 
less of whether said computer system is in a normal 
operating state, 
said communication subsystem being operative to detect 
when a valid communication link is established 
between said computer system and said remote com- 
puter and after said detection said communication 
subsystem assembles a first packet with identification 
and capability information of said computer system and 
automatically sends said first packet to said remote 
computer via said communication subsystem, said first 
packet comprising data which specifically identifies 
said computer system,] and 
wherein when said communication link is coupled to said 
communication subsystem through said packaging and 
a power source is coupled to a power connector of said 
system through said packaging, said system is opera- 
tive to send said first packet without powering on, and 
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wherein said computer system is operative to automati- 
cally transmit said identification and capability infor- 
mation to a network administrator. 

10. The computer system of claim 9, wherein said remote 
computer is operative to receive said first packet and 
respond by sending a wake up packet to said system, and 
wherein said system is operative to receive said packet, 
power on and receive (1) signals from said remote computer 
via said communication link to set up data transfers to the 
memory of said system, and (2) data from said remote 
computer which is stored in the memory of said system, 
whereby said system is configured at least in part in its 
packaging. 

11. The computer system of claim 9, wherein said com- 
munication subsystem includes: 

a first logic circuit supplied with said auxiliary power and 
operative to generate a transfer signal to a second logic 
circuit when said link signal is in a first state and an 
auxiliary power signal is in a first state, and 

wherein said second logic circuit is operative to receive 
said transfer signal and assemble said first packet with 
identification and capability information of said com- 
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puter system and transmit said first packet via said 
communication subsystem. 

12. The computer system of claim 11, wherein said second 
logic circuit includes a microcontroller for assembling said 

5 first packet, an interface for communicating with said com- 
munication subsystem, and a memory for storing data which 
identifies and provides capabilities of the computer system, 
said microcontroller being operative to receive said transfer 

10 signal and in response thereto assemble said first packet. 

13. The computer system of claim 12, wherein said 
communication subsystem includes a MAC coupled to a 
physical layer via a Mil bus, and a connector coupled to said 
physical layer and said communication link, said physical 

15 layer being operative to generate said link signal. 

14. The computer system of claim 9, wherein said com- 
munication subsystem is a LAN adapter card. 

15. The computer system of claim 9, wherein said com- 
munication subsystem is a LAN connection embedded on a 

20 planar of said computer system. 

***** 
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